V'wada duo bags award in NASA rover challenge

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i Vijayawada

A duo from Vijavawada, Sai Ak-
shara Vemuri and Akarsh Chit-
tineni, along with their team
won an award under the Social
Media Category in the Human
Exploration Rover Challenge
(HERC) 2023 from NASA, USA.
Director for NASA's Space,
Time, Energy and Mass (STEM)
Engagement Southeast Region
Kevin McGhaw presented the
award to the team in the un-
der-19 category on April 22,

On reaching India, AP Non-
Resident Telugu Society (APN-
RTS) president Venkat S Meda-
pati and CEO P Hemalatha Rani
felicitated Akshara and Akarsh
at their office in Tadepalli on
Wednesday,

The students thanked the
president, CEO and other offi-
cials of APNRTS for supporting
them to conduct STEM engage-
ment sessions as a part of their
challenge for more than 5,000
students studying in govern-
ment schools in the State to cre-
ate awareness on space tech.

The rover challenge was con-
ducted in April 2023 at the NASA
Marshall Space Flight Center in
Huntsville, Alabama. The six-
member team, including Ak-
shara and Akarsh from Vijaya-

thie technology and creais rEsEanch unns.
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NASA's space rover contest sacial media winners Akarsh and Akshara during a press
conference at APNRTS office in Tadepalli on Wednesday | prasant maousuLa

wada, Om Padhi, Basudeba
Bhoi, Akankshya Das from Odi-
sha and Siddhanth from Mum-
bai, competed with 61 teams, in-
cluding students from 45 colleges
and universities, and 16 high
schools, from 30 countries.

The social media award recog-
nised the team’s exceptional
communication skills and ef-

forts to involve and educate the
public on STEM activities. The
team utilised social media plat-
forms to share their progress
with NASA and engage with a
wider audience.

While Akshara has finished
Class XII, Akarsh has completed
Class X. Sharing her experi-
ence, Akshara said, "We are

very glad to have won the NASA
award. I was a student safety of-
ficer of our team. We had par-
ticipated in the challenge under
the high school division. After
forming a team, we sent a pro-
posal of our rover design to
NASA. After getting an approv-
al, we manufactured the rover at
Young Tinker Educational Foun-
dation in Bhubaneswar with the
help of our mentors Anil Prad-
han, Vaishali Sharma
Pradhan.”

Elaborating, Akarsh said, “1
was the technical lead of our
team. Akshara and [ also got the
opportunity to give a talk at
TEDx Naperville in Chicago
along with our team, where we
shared our experiences of build-
ing the rover. We had also de-
signed a multi-purpose tool to
collect liquid samples from lu-
nar and martian surfaces.”

APNRTS president lauded the
duo for hoisting the Indian Flag
at NASA Marshall Space Flight
Center and said they are plan-
ning to conduct a programme
where students can interact
with the young space
scientists.

where we shared our experiences. We had also designed a multi-purpose tool to

@ Akshara and I got the opportunity to give a talk at TEDx Naperville in Chicago,

collect liguid samples from lunar and martian surfaces — Akarsh Chittineni, Student

"in recemwvimg imiorma- Habwiny ACT.

Space science enthusiasts bring
laurels to Vijayawada

The Hindu Burean
YUAYAWALA

Two youngsters rom Vi
Joyawada have brought Law-
mels o Andhira Prasdesh
with their success ar the
NASA Human Exploration
Rover Challenge
(HERCH-2023 competition
held in Alabama, US.A
between April 20 and 22.
Sai  Akshara  Vemuri,
whio has just passed the 12
standard from Delhi Public

Sai Akshara
YVemuri and

LSA.

Chittineni Akarsh
were a part of the
six-member team
that wom ihe NASA
Human Exploraiion
Rover Challenge
~2023 competition
held in Alabama,

their eam had seni the

School, and Chittineni
Akarsh, a 1th standand
student of KCP Skddhartha
Schood in the city, wene
part of the six-member
team from India that won
the Social Media Award.
The veam was selected for
the challenge by Young
Tinker Foundation.

The duo was felicitabed
by Andhra Pradesh Mo
Resident Telugu Society
[APMNRETS) |'|I:"'|.'hll..tl'|l1 sl
Adviser to the govermmsent

MASAS srpcs iivtT COMbEst winners S Akshars Ve snd
Chittingni Akarsh boing felbctated at the APNRTS office at Tadopalli
o Wiethnedd gy, KNS GIR

Medapati 5. Venkar and
CED P Hemalstha Hao at
thie APNETS athoe af Tade-
palli on May 3 (Wednes-
ki)

S, Venbost sabd that the
APNETS had helped the
students vish governmsensi
schools, interact with stu-
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cessary research work for

the rover made by thee
team.

The APNETS alsa prio-
vided an opportunity for
the siidents to wittiess the
PSLY bnnch ar the Sarish
Dhiwan  Space  Centre
(SHAR) ar Sriharikota, in
association with the Chil-
e ."-IIMI.".' Chiiky,

Ms. Alkshara said tha

rover's design proposal o
NASA firgt and they were
asked 1o prepare & model.
“Initially, we designed a 3D
mosded and then bullt the
rover in Bhubanceswar,”
ghe said.

The rowver made by the
team ks capable of travers-
i en A simalated Martkan
and Lunar fterrain. Ms,
Akshara was the Studemnt
Saleiy Officer while Mr
Akarsh wag the Techinical
Lead of the team.
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The award recognised the
team’s exceptional commu-
nication skills and efforts to

“involve and educate the pub-
lic about STEM activities.
‘The team utilised social me-
dia platforms to share their
progress with NASA and en-
gagewithawideraudienceto
inspire the next generation.
Outof the sixmembersof the
team, two students were from
AndhraPradesh.

Andhra Pradesh Non-Re-
sident Telugu Society on
Wednesday t‘ehmtateﬂtheap
students SaiAksham Vemuri
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Sﬂi'ﬁ;ldl’d Vemuri, Alqush

anﬂikm‘sﬁthitﬁneniiat the-
ir office in Mangalagiri.

Sai Akshara Vemuri finis-
1. her 12th grade and was

- Student Safety Officer in the
: 5‘_ A HERC 2023. She is a

ni 2T tal apurtﬁ athlete and ac-
complished three world re-
cords by reciting the highest
decimal places of root 2 va-
lue. Akshara won many sci-
ence competitions at the dis-
trict, state, and national le-
vels. She also developed an
app for AP Red Cross to meet
urgent blood needs.

Akarsh Chittineni, a 10th
grader from Vijayawada was
the technical lead of the NA-
SA HERC Rover Challenge
2023 team. He is a school tup

perandanational badminton
player.




